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Thinking Beyond the Border
During this year's Getting Started
Weekend, 862 freshmen began their
Cedarville experience.

fo e '02 and Jenna Caron Blakey '02 serve with Evangelical Baptist Missions
(EBM) at Puebla Christian School. It turns out their MIS trip to Mexico
was anything but short-term!

Fall Events

HOW DID YOU MEET?

www.cedarville.edu/calendar

JENNA: We met through a pick-a-date during TWIRP* week -

how's that

for a "Cedarville" love story?

September
19 Day of Prayer
October
5-7 Homecoming Weekend
5- 13 Fall Play:
The Imaginary Invalid
26

Legacy Banquet, by invitation

November
9-1 0 Family Weekend
12

Veteran's Day Chapel

December
2

Community Christmas
Concert

Alumni Chapter Events
September
13 Seattle Chapter Event
with Dr. Bill Brown
Tacoma, Washington

October
30

Washington DC Chapter
Event with Dr. Bill Brown
Washington DC

November
9

13

Regional Event
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Grand Rapids Chapter Event
with Dr. Bill Brown
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Call 1-800-837-2566 or visit
www.cedarville.edu/ alumni
to learn about CU alumni
chapters in your area.

JOE: We went to a dinner theater show on campus and then hung out in
the Maddox lounge. We just kept seeing each other at lunch after that, and
we had similar friends.

HOW DID YOUR MISSIONS EXPERIENCES AT CEDARVILLE LEAD YOU
INTO YOUR CURRENT MINISTRY?
JOE: My first trip to Mexico was over spring break in 2001. Puebla
Christian School (PCS), one of three Christian schools in Mexico serving
children of missionaries, organizes a camp for these kids each spring. A small
group of guys from my men's organization, OPE, teamed up with some
girls on campus to be camp counselors. Cedarville's Missions Involvement
Services (MIS) organized the trip the following year with about 20 students,
and Jenna and I both were part of that team. By 2004, we had graduated,
married, and moved back to Cedarville, where I was working in the library.
We were at a basketball game one night when we ran into some missionaries
working in Puebla. They were scouting for MIS team leaders for the spring
of 2005, so we agreed to go.

JENNA: That was a great team and a great trip, but we had no intention
of going back at that point. A few of the people at PCS said, "We need
teachers; are you interested?" Joe didn't have a teaching background, so
it hardly seemed like a possibility.
Besides, I had just bought a new red
sofa, and I wasn't about to give it up!

WHAT

CHANGED?

JENNA: Often, when you get back
from a missions trip, you miss it,
but you get back into your life and
routine. We could have done that and
probably would have had a fine life,
Jenna (Caron) '02 and Joe '02 Blakey
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but we would always be thinking in our hearts,
"I wish I was in Mexico." God led us both to the same
conclusion - why leave our hearts there? Did it have
to be something that was just in our past?

WHAT ARE YOUR

JENNA: My Cedarville professors integrated education
with biblical principles, and I learned what that looks
like, so I can do that with my students. We're doing math
today, but I have a student upset about his life at home.
How can I integrate what is going on in life with what is
going on in the classroom? I learned how to do this from
my professors at Cedarville.

RESPONSIBILITIES AT PCS?

JENNA: I have taught 5th and 6th grade for the last
two years. We're there to provide an education for the
kids, but honestly, that's where our ministry begins .
We're there to build into these kids' lives.

WHAT

IS IT LIKE TO COME FULL CIRCLE AND HOST
AN MIS TEAM?

JENNA: It is so much fun. Our kids begin talking about
JOE: The principal wanted to find a fit for me since
camp around Christmastime. It is, hands down, the
I didn't have a teaching background,
highlight of the school year.
proud to say
so he suggested that I could teach
high school Bible classes since I had
JOE: We've seen life-changing decisions
I am a Cedarville
a Bible minor from Cedarville. The
made at camp, largely because of the
influence and example of Cedarville
first day was intimidating, but I
graduate because of
students showing kids what it means to
eventually became more comfortable
in the classroom. This fall, I will
be a Christ-follower. I'm proud to say I
the students' character am a Cedarville graduate because of the
begin my first year as principal. We
are excited about what God has for
students' character and the quality of
and the quality of
us this year.
their work.

"I'm

WHAT STANDS

OUT TO YOU
ABOUT THE STUDENTS YOU SERVE?

their work."

WHAT ADVICE

DO YOU GIVE TO
CEDARVILLE MIS TEAMS?

JOE: Missions takes many forms; it's not always church
planting. No matter what your major, you can use it
for God's glory, wherever He plants you. MIS gave me
a chance to meet people doing God's work all over the
world. I got to understand some of their challenges,
celebrate their victories, and see God at work.

JOE: Missionary kids have a lot of challenges beyond
living in a culture that is not their own. Even though
they may have grown up with the language and culture,
they may not look like the people around them,
and they don't always fit in. These kids struggle like
everybody else, but sometimes they have to pretend they
don't - especially when their families are traveling from
church to church sharing about all the good things God
is doing in their ministry.
JENNA: They have a lot of questions about identity;
they're not quite sure where they belong. But like any
child, when someone in their life really cares, they will
open up and talk about what's on their mind.

JENNA: Our culture tells us what we should be doing
with our time, our lives, and our resources. But we don't
have to fall for that. It's easy to get attached to our things,
and letting go was a process for me - letting go of seeing
our families all the time and furnishing our concrete
apartment with borrowed items such as a futon in the
living room instead of my red couch.

HOW DID

WHAT

CEDARVILLE PREPARE YOU FOR

DO YOU LOVE THE MOST ABOUT WHAT

THIS WORK?

YOU DO?

JOE: The MIS experience prepared us so well for what
we are doing as missionaries - writing letters, raising
support, approaching individuals and churches about
our ministry. They provide a very good example, and
we just followed their lead.

JENNA: The kids - every step they take closer to Christ
is well worth everything we set aside to be here.

Learn more about Spiritual Emphasis Camp and Puebla
Christian School or contact the Blakeys online, at
www.pueblachristianschool.org/blakey.
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FEATURED SCHOLARSHIP

__World Missions Scholarship
This fund was established in 2 003 with the purpose
of reducing or eliminating student loan debt, thereby
enabling recipients to pursue vocational missions
upon graduation.
Mark and Kathy Clayton's* Cedarville connection
began years ago in California, before their daughters
were born. A student in their church chose to attend
Cedarville for the nursing program, and her testimony
and positive experience made an impression on this
couple. They knew that one day they would consider
Cedarville for their children's higher education.
Now, there is already one graduate in the family,
and two more are completing their studies at CU.
"Cedarville has been a great atmosphere for our
daughters," Mark shared. "They have matured and
grown there. Our oldest graduated and is now working
in a church ministry with teen girls. Our other
daughters, who are at Cedarville now, have participated
on mission trips and on teams that went to New
Orleans to help with hurricane cleanup. Opportunities
like these broaden their perspectives."

World Missions Scholarships helped several students continue
their studies at Cedarville University.

The caliber of students they have met led Mark and
Kathy to establish additional scholarships for Cedarville
students pursuing Christian education and pastoral
studies. Their church has a Christian school, and Mark
was recently involved in interviewing
teachers. "You want to hire the best
"Cedarville is
teachers," he said, "and a candidate
The idea to establish an endowed
with significant student loan debt
scholarship was planted when a
preparing the kind
representative from ABWE made a
may not be able to afford to work
presentation at the Claytons' church.
of graduates we want in a Christian school. We also
He shared that even though young
wanted to help pastoral studies
majors so their student loan debt
people sense a call to international
to support."
didn't
discourage them from
missions, they often graduate from
college with considerable student loan
entering seminary right away."
debt. This reality prevents or significantly delays their
The Claytons continue to appreciate Cedarville's
opportunity to begin raising support for mission work.
commitment to the Word of God and its emphasis on
"We wanted to do something to help these students who
feel called to go but can't," Mark shared. "We wanted
global evangelism. "Cedarville is preparing the kind of
graduates we want to support. We feel confident that
to help eliminate or at least reduce their debt, so they
this is where God wants us to put His money for the
could go to the mission field more quickly."
best return on the investment."
The Claytons enjoy receiving letters from the recipients
For information about establishing an annual or
of the World Missions Scholarship. "It's encouraging
endowed scholarship, contact Kim Longo at
to hear where their passions are, their burden for the
1-800-766-1115 or e-mail longok@cedarville.edu.
people they want to serve. We have been impressed by
Additional information about scholarships and gift plans
the high quality of students at Cedarville - they are
can be found online at www.cedarville.edu/giftlegacy.
top-noteh ."

*Mark and Kathy Clayton are pseudonyms for the
donors who wish to remain anonymous.
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.1------Extreme Sport, Extreme Ministry
"If God's going to call you, he's going to equip you.

Kristin's goal was to finish college with as little debt as
possible. She worked all the way through, yet she and
her parents still had to assume loans. Kristin applied
for the World Missions Scholarship as a senior and
shared her desire to join the STN staff. "Receiving this
scholarship was confirmation to move forward in what
I felt God was calling me to do. Without it, I could
not have moved ahead into this ministry so soon after
college. It was a huge boost."

You just have to have the faith to believe that. "
Kristin Flynn '04 found out just how God was
going to equip her for ministry when she became a
recipient of the World Missions Scholarship.
Kristin Flynn knows things .
How did she know she was supposed to go when her
church assembled a missions team to New Guinea?
She just knew. How did she know it would be okay if
she wasn't back in time for second
semester? She just knew. How did she
know she was at the beginning of a
If God's
life-changing journey?

SHINING A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS

Kristin is now in her third year with
Surfing the Nations. As the director
of the Surfer's Leadership School in
going to
Honolulu, she organizes both local
call you, he's going to and international outreach programs.
Kristin leads teams of volunteers who
Well, you know.
equip you. You just work alongside the Hawaiian Food
The opportunity to partner with
Bank, providing food for the homeless.
David Sitton, a missionary her
have to have the faith "Each Thursday, we walk the strip near
family had supported for years, was
the hotels and invite homeless people
something Kristin didn't want to
to a community barbecue," she shared.
to believe that.
pass up, even though it meant she
"Up to 300 hungry people come by to
would miss the beginning of her
get hamburgers and bags of groceries
that will last about a week."
second-semester classes. To this college junior from New
Jersey, the experience was like something out of National
The international side of STN's ministry is focused
Geographic. ''As I paddled my canoe through beautiful
scenery, I said, 'I could do this the rest of my life.' And
on reaching the lost in the 10/40 window. This
the answer came back, 'Then why don't you?"'
geographical area, between 10 and 40 degrees latitude
north of the equator,
includes northern Africa,
Kristin returned to Cedarville and changed her major
to world missions with a minor in teaching English as
southern Europe, the
a second language. Remarkably, her choice of course
Middle East, South Asia,
electives all along meant that she could still complete
and East Asia. An estimated
her degree in four years. When it came time to complete
four billion people live in
this area, including 87% of
an internship, David Sitton introduced her to Tom and
Cindy Bauer, directors of a missions organization called
the world's poorest people.
Kristin has organized
Surfing the Nations (STN) .
and traveled with surfing
Kristin's internship experience - a surfing ministry
ministry teams to places
Kristin
made
seven
trips
to
Sri
trip to Bali - solidified her desire to pursue a missions
like Indonesia and Sri
Lanka with STN following the Lanka, which was especially
career. "Surfing is an amazing sport that speaks of
2 004 tsunami.
the Creator's mighty power and sense of adventure,"
meaningful following the
Kristin shared. "Some of the countries most closed to
horrific tsunami in 2004.
The experience was so powerful that Kristin returned six
Christianity boast some of the world's best surfing.
Where we can't go in as 'missionaries,' we can go in as
more times to help people whose lives and communities
were devastated.
surfers and develop relationships with individuals, which
open doors for further ministry."
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STN is establishing a long-term presence in Sri Lanka,
where demand for English speakers is strong. The
organization has purchased property for a community
center located about 500 yards from a mosque. Kristin
recalls, "We were able to go into a Muslim school to
teach English. The lesson was on world festivals, and
we were able to tell the kids about Christmas and how
Jesus came to save the world from sin. By the end of the
lesson, kids were asking the teacher, 'How can I worship
Jesus?' It's an amazing experience to be able to shine a
light in the darkness."
THE RIGHT TOOLS FOR THE JOB

Because Kristin's home was ten hours away, she
appreciated the family atmosphere at Cedarville. "The
faculty and staff love God, and they love students,"
she recalls. "My Bible professors, in particular, were
outstanding. I still cling to something Dr. [Jeff] Cook
impressed upon me: 'Get all the tools in your tool belt.'
He was encouraging us to build our knowledge of the
Word and how to reach people. I appreciated how he
taught us to see others the way God sees them and to
show dignity and respect to those in need."
The overall environment at Cedarville influenced
Kristin's thinking about how God might use her gifts
for His Kingdom. "There was an emphasis in the
student body on 'moving out,' serving in ministries
and on mission trips over breaks. Beyond that, we were
encouraged not to buy into the lie of the world that

advancing
in your job,
buying a bigger
house, or
attaining more
stuff will bring
fulfillment.
Often, these are
things that only
tie us down. I
didn't want to
get sucked into
a life I didn't
want to lead."

"Without my scholarship, I could not have
moved ahead into this ministry so soon
after college. "

The generosity of the donors who established the World
Missions Scholarship provided a memorable example
that Kristin practices today. "It doesn't scare me to
give money away because I know that God will totally,
abundantly resupply. I have learned to hold money
loosely, because after all, whose is it really? My income is
the Lord's."
"Wherever God calls you, no matter the setting, you are
doing His work, and it brings Him joy when you do it
for His glory."

To learn more, visit www.surfingthenations.com or
contact Kristin directly at kristin@surfingthenations.com
to learn about volunteer opportunities.

Her

Children Arise and Call Her Blessed

It has been ten years since Sharla Megilligan '97
attended daily chap els at Cedarville, and she still
remem bers what she learned. "We were challenged again
and again to think beyond Cedarville, think beyond your
life - Cedarville taught me to think globally. "

Initially, Sharla followed a fundraising model she had
used with mission trips - she sent letters to people she
knew asking for support and presented her project to
churches and small groups. "I was passionate about the
work I was doing," she said, "and I was willing to learn
whatever I needed to make it work."

Sharla Megilligan first visited the Dominican Republic
for a missions conference with her family. Her father
was a speaker, and Sharla helped facilitate a program for
missionary children. As she entered her senior year at
Cedarville, Sharla was encouraged to consider student
teaching abroad and chose to return to the Dominican
Republic. She gladly accepted a full-time position at
Santiago Christian School, where she taught middle
school science for three years.

Three years later, Makarios has grown to a staff of ten,
with Sharla serving as executive director. Though the
organization is based in Austin, Texas, Sharla travels
often to the Dominican Republic and organizes about
20 volunteer projects a year. High school youth groups,
college teams, and families with children have helped
construct a new school, run an English camp, organize
educational field trips, and provide child care for parent
programs. Other volunteers have helped on a farm,
managed by Makarios, that provides vocational training
as well as food for the community.

During this time, Sharla
continued learning about
the culture and observing
the people. She noticed
Dominican children
shining shoes and washing
windshields in the middle
of the day. Why were they
not in school? She learned
Sharla's organization,
most children attend school
only half a day because
M akarios, provides
of the lack of teachers educational resources in
the Domincan Republic.
and a lack of wages to
pay teachers. Her private,
Christian school served mostly children of American
missionaries and businesspeople as well as children of
upper-class Dominican families. Even though the public
schools were free, Sharla wondered about the children
without access to education or whose families could
not afford books and school uniforms. "I knew I was
supposed to do something about this," Sharla explained.

Looking back at her time at Cedarville, Sharla is grateful
for relationships she had here, as well as daily chapels,
Bible classes, and exposure to missionaries and mission
teams. Her student teaching opportunity, however,
provided the turning point in her life. "There seems
to be a global emphasis, both at Cedarville and in our
American churches," she observed. "People are finding
ways to use all kinds of skills in the mission field."
The Greek work makarios means "blessed," which
seemed, to Sharla, the perfect name for her organization.
"God impressed upon me how much I have been blessed
and how I could use what I have been given to bless
others."
"Whether a person is in their 20s or in their 50s, they
will tell you it is scary to start something new," Sharla
shared. "I encourage young people to do what the Lord
has called them to do. You don't have to wait for a
magical future time when you have all this education
and experience. Start wherever you are."

And so she did. Sharla returned to the U.S. and
enrolled at the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the
University of Texas. Then, in 2004, she established
Makarios, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
educational development in the poorest areas of the
Dominican Republic.

Learn more about M akarios online at
www.makariosinternational.org.
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Yision on Wheels
CU ALUMNI BIKE ACROSS THE
FOR THEIR AFRICAN 'VILLE

U.S.

After 3, 127 miles, 12 states, and 3 flat tires, Derek
Stambaugh and Jason Briggs agree that it's good to
be home.
The 2007 graduates began their ride near Santa Barbara,
California, on May 15. They averaged 87 miles a day
and finished 50 days later in Ocean City, New Jersey.
When all was said and done, their ride had raised more
than $15,000 to benefit Fisheni, a village in Zambia.
Derek and Jason planned to do the ride simply as an
adventure after graduation, but then they realized an
opportunity for God to do much more. Derek shared,
"We saw a chance to do something we love and tie it
into something bigger, get others
involved, and make a difference for
a very needy place."
"Jason

Jason Briggs and Derek Stambaugh cycled across the US.
to raise awareness for Fisheni, a village in Zambia.

"The problem of poverty and AIDS is so big, it can
seem overwhelming," Derek shared. "When you want
to do something, where do you start? Jason and I are
just two people, but through God and
the body of Christ, even two of us can
make an impact. We can
and I are
do something."

Since 2002, the Cedarville
just two people, but
University chapter of Women of
Jason agreed, "While at Cedarville,
Vision (affiliated with World Vision)
through God and the I worked with a youth group in
has organized programs to educate
Springfield. That experience challenged
the CU campus community about
body of Christ, even me to view my life as an opportunity
the humanitarian needs of women
for ministry. I am responsible for how
and children around the world. In
two of us can make I live my life, what level of comfort I
2006, they pledged to adopt Fisheni
seek, and how I spend my time. We are
for ten years. The resources students
all called to be missionaries, no matter
an impact. We can
raise for Fisheni will help supply
where we serve."
clean water, medicine, education
do something."
resources, and assistance for children
The cyclists never set out to change
orphaned by AIDS. The Fisheni
the world. Rather, they decided to do
project has become a common cause
whatever they could to help and trust
among the student body. Posters and
God with the results. Derek shared,
T-shirts around campus encourage students to support
"It's so easy to lose sight of the extreme need of people
their "African 'Ville."
so far away. Even the little bit that we can give can
mean so much. This trip allowed me to put my
Derek and Jason planned several stops at churches to
thoughts into action."
present the purpose of Vision on Wheels. They told
their story in newspaper and radio interviews. Along the
Read more about Derek and Jason's ride on their
way, Cedarville alumni encouraged them with meals or
website, www.ced arville.edu/visiononwh eels. The
a place to stay. Another grad, Ben Mohler 'O 1, joined
site includes photos of their trip and a blog of their
their ride from St. Louis to Cedarville. Wherever they
adventures. More information about WOmen of Vision
stopped, the guys gave prayer cards to each person
and the Fisheni project can be found online at
they met to raise awareness about Fisheni and the
www.ced arville.edu/flsheni.
opportunity to help.
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.___Chapel Notes
BOBBY HILE

'90

I told God, ''I'll do whatever you want me to do, but
there are two things I won't do: I won't be a missionary,
and I won't go to Africa." I'm here to say that God has
a sense of humor. I can't imagine being anywhere else in
the world right now.
Do you ever feel like the task God has laid before you is
just so enormous that you don't feel adequate to do it?
I feel like that every day in the mission field. And yet,
one of the things we find when we come to this Book
is, "His divine power has given us everything we need for
life and godliness through our knowledge of Him who
called us." (2 Peter 1:3) God's divine power has made
a divine provision. He gives us everything we need to
accomplish His divine purpose.

Bobby '90 and Sarah Sweetland Hile '92 have served
with ABWE (Association of Baptists for World Evangelism)
in South Africa since 1994. Bobby and Sarah met on an
MIS team to South Africa and began dating. They returned
with a second team and Bobby shared, '1 knelt on the sand
of the Indian Ocean on our MIS trip and asked her to
marry me, and she said yes. "

What is your purpose as a believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ? To love God. To know God. To serve God. To
become His representative to the world. He has given us
everything we need to accomplish that task.

Bobby Hile's complete message can be found online
atwww.ThePath.fm. Call J-800-333-0601 to order
cassettes, CDs, or DVDs from the chapel archives.

__ Prayer Requests
To send a comment about Update or send a note
of encouragement to alumni or staff quoted in this
issue, please contact:

• Pray for our new freshmen and transfer students as
they transition into the Cedarville family.
• Pray for our returning students as they continue in
their studies.
• Pray for new faculty and staff as they begin the
school year.
• Pray and give thanks for Cedarville alumni who are
serving Christ in mission fields close to home and
around the world.

e

EDARVILLE
FUND

C e d a r v ill e Uni ve r s i t y

Carol Lee '96
251 N. Main Sr.
Cedarville, OH 45314
carollee@cedarville.edu
937-766-6532

Share your prayer requests with the Cedarville family
on our website: www.cedarville.edu/prayer.

You can visit us or give online at:
www.cedarville.edu/ donors.
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